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Introduction to Your Haggada

Imagine if 120 children from your school lined up outside your house linking arms. How far down 
your street would they stretch? Now imagine if each child represented a generation since the 
Pesah.  story happened. That’s about how many generations of Jewish families have been sitting 
around their Seder tables telling this story. You are part of that chain, linking hands with your 
parents, and your children will be the next link in that chain. 

You are holding in your hands the book that we have used to guide us on this journey for thousands 
of years. While the one you are holding is brand new, just for your generation, it is a product of 
thousands of years of ideas and thoughts on the Pesah.  story from each of those generations that 
link us back to the actual event. Now it is your turn to bring your own ideas and thoughts to this 
story and we hope this Haggada will help you do that!

Each page of this Haggada has features to help you understand what is going on, and to help 
inspire your own ideas and thoughts. There is also a Parents' Guide to help your parents discuss 
each page with you. 

Here is a brief explanation of the things you can find on each page:

•  The Hebrew text and a translation in words you can understand

•  A beautiful illustration with educational meaning and messages

•   Instructions to help you understand what you need to be doing

•   An activity to experience

•    A thought or quote or story to reflect on with your family

•      A question to ask and discuss 

•  A navigation bar at the bottom of the page to help you understand where you are in the Seder

If you find something on a page that is interesting and thought provoking, why not share it with 
the people at your Seder?

We hope you enjoy this Haggada, and that it helps provide you with the most meaningful Seder 
as well as inspire ideas to contribute to your Seder this year and in future years.

We'd like to thank our colleagues who have each contributed significantly to the production of 
this Haggada: Caryn Meltz, Yinon Chen, Tomi Mager, and Avishai Magence.

Daniel Rose (Director of Educational Projects)  
and Matthew Miller (Publisher) Jerusalem, 5780 (2020)



On the night before Seder night, 
together with your family, search 

your entire house with a candle (or 
flashlight) in case you missed any h.ametz 
when you were cleaning.

Many families have the custom to hide 
ten pieces of h.ametz in order to find 
them during the search (but make sure 
you remember where you hid them and 
that they don’t make any crumbs!).

Whoever is leading the search should say 
the berakha before the search begins.

After your search has been completed, 
say the declaration that follows (it is in 
Aramaic as this was the most understood 
language at the time when the 
Haggada was written. It is acceptable 
to say it in English, if it’s easier for you to 
understand).

On the morning of Erev Pesah.  all 
remaining h.ametz in your house 
(including the findings from the search 
the night before) should be burned. After 
you have done this, say the declaration 
that follows (it is in Aramaic as this was 
the most understood language at the 
time when the Haggada was written. 
If it is easier for you to understand the 
English, then you can say it in English).

We approach the Seder night knowing that our 
homes are clean of h.ametz. We ourselves need 

to be clean of h. ametz as well. We need to reject all 
external factors that try to change us and take us away 
from ourselves (h. ametz is external and changes the 
dough).

Rabbi Avraham Yitzhak HaKohen Kook

Are you 100% certain your house is h. ametz free?

You are blessed, Hashem our God, 
King of the universe, who has made 
us holy through His commandments, 
and has commanded us 
about removing ĥametz.

May all ĥametz or leaven that is in 
my possession which I have not 
seen or removed be canceled and 
considered ownerless like the dust of 
the earth.

May all ĥametz or leaven that is in 
my possession, whether I have seen 
it or not, whether I have removed it 
or not, be canceled and considered 
ownerless like the dust of the earth.

ה יהוה רוּךְְְ אַתָּ  בָּ
לֶךְְְ הָעוֹלָם ינוּ מֶֽ  אֱלהֵֹֽ

ֽנוּ צִוָּ ותָֹיו וְְ מִצְְְ נוּ בְְּ ֽ שָׁ ר קִדְְּ  אֲשֶׁ
עוּר חָמֵץ. עַל בִּ

שׁוּתִי, א בִרְְְ אִכָּ ל חֲמִירָא וַחֲמִיעָא דְְּ  כָָּ

הּ תֵּ לָא בִעַרְְְ הּ וּדְְְ לָא חֲמִתֵּ  דְְּ

עָא. אַרְְְ רָא דְְ עַפְְְ קֵר כְְּ לֶהֱוֵי הֶפְְְ טִיל וְְ לִבְְְ

שׁוּתִי,  א בִרְְְ אִכָּ ל חֲמִירָא וַחֲמִיעָא דְְּ כָָּ

הּ לָא חֲמִתֵּ הּ וּדְְְ חֲמִתֵּ  דַּ
הּ  תֵּ לָא בִעַרְְְ הּ וּדְְְ תֵּ בִעַרְְְ  דְְּ

עָא. אַרְְְ רָא דְְ עַפְְְ קֵר כְְּ לֶהֱוֵי הֶפְְְ טִיל וְְ לִבְְְ

67 Burning the Ĥametz ∙ בעור חמץ

Say before you have searched for h.ametz.

Say after you have searched for h.ametz.

Say after you have burned the h.ametz.



As your parents place their hands on your 
head to give you a blessing, think about 

your generation, and the generations before you 
all the way back to the generation who left Egypt, 
and how you are the next link in that chain.

“Through the Haggada more than a hundred 
generations of Jews have handed on their story 

to their children. The word haggada means ‘tell’ but it is 
closely related to another Hebrew root that means ‘join,’ 
or ‘connect.’ By reciting the Haggada, Jews give their 
children a sense of connectedness to Jews throughout 
the world and to the Jewish people through time.”

Rabbi Jonathan Sacks

How will you pass these 
traditions on to your children?

You are blessed, Hashem our God, King of the 
universe, who has made us holy through His 
commandments, and has commanded us to 
light the candles of (Shabbat and) Yom Tov.

You are blessed, Hashem our God, King of the 
universe, who has given us life, helped us to 
exist, and brought us to this time.

Say the following berakha before lighting the Yom Tov candles  
(if it is also Shabbat, cover your eyes with your hands after lighting 

the candles and include the words in parentheses).

Many families have the custom that parents bless their children 
on the evening of Shabbat and Yom Tov. They rest their hands 

on the child’s head and say the appropriate blessing.

For sons: May God make you like 
Ephraim and Manasseh.

For daughters: May God make you 
like Sara, Rivka, Raĥel, and Leah.

For all children: May Hashem bless 
you and protect you. May Hashem 
shine His face on you and be kind 
to you. May Hashem turn His face 
toward you and give you peace.

לֶךְְְ הָעוֹלָם ינוּ מֶֽ ה יהוה אֱלהֵֹֽ רוּךְְְ אַתָּ  בָּ

ֽנוּ צִוָּ ותָֹיו וְְ מִצְְְ נוּ בְְּ ֽ שָׁ ר קִדְְּ  אֲשֶׁ

ל( יוֹם טוֹב. שֶׁ ת וְְ בָּ ל )שַׁ לִיק נֵר שֶׁ הַדְְְ לְְ

לֶךְְְ הָעוֹלָם ינוּ מֶֽ ה יהוה אֱלהֵֹֽ רוּךְְְ אַתָּ   בָּ

מַן הַזֶּה. נוּ לַזְְּ יעָֽ הִגִּ נוּ, וְְ מָֽ קִיְְּ הֶחֱיָנֽוּ וְְ שֶׁ

ימֵךְְְ אֱלהִֹים שִׂ יְְ

לֵאָה. קָה רָחֵל וְְ רָה רִבְְְ שָׂ כְְּ  

For sons:For daughters:

For all children:

ךָ אֱלהִֹים מְְ שִׂ יְְ

ה׃ ֶ נַשּׁ כִמְְְ יִם וְְ רַֽ אֶפְְְ כְְּ

ךָ׃ רֶֽ מְְ יִשְְְׁ ךָ יהוה וְְ בָרֶכְְְ יְְ  

׃ ֽךָּ יךָ וִיחֻנֶּ נָיו אֵלֶֽ יָאֵר יהוה פָּ  

לוֹם׃ ךָ שָׁ ם לְְ יָשֵׂ יךָ וְְ נָיו אֵלֶֽ א יהוה פָּ ָ יִשּׂ  

89 lighting candles ∙ הדלקת נרות



The Haggada starts by telling you the exact order (“Seder”)  
of the evening so you know what is coming up.  

Read this list out loud so everyone knows what to expect.
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kiddushmaror

washing handshillel sandwich

karpasthe meal

breaking the 
middle matza

afikoman

telling the storybirkat hamazon

washing handshallel

motzi matzaconclusion
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Pour wine or grape juice for the first cup (most families have the 
custom not to pour for yourself, but instead to pour for each other, 

to feel like royalty). Now lift your cup to say kiddush.

הִי־בֹֽקֶר רֶב וַיְְְ הִי־עֶֽ             וַיְְְ

י׃ ִ שּׁ ִ יוֹם הַשּׁ

בָאָם׃ ל־צְְ כָָ רֶץ וְְ הָאָֽ יִם וְְ מַֽ ָ כֻלּוּ הַשּׁ  וַיְְְ

ה ר עָשָׂ תּוֹ אֲשֶׁ לַאכְְְ בִיעִי מְְ ְְ יּוֹם הַשּׁ כַל אֱלהִֹים בַּ  וַיְְְ

ה׃ ר עָשָׂ תּוֹ אֲשֶׁ לַאכְְְ ל־מְְ בִיעִי מִכָָּ ְְ יּוֹם הַשּׁ בֹּת בַּ  וַיִּשְְְׁ

שׁ אֹתוֹ קַדֵּ בִיעִי, וַיְְְ ְְ רֶךְְְ אֱלהִֹים אֶת־יוֹם הַשּׁ בָֽ  וַיְְְ

רָא אֱלהִֹים, לַעֲשׂוֹת׃ ר־בָּ תּוֹ, אֲשֶׁ לַאכְְְ ל־מְְ בַת מִכָָּ י בוֹ שָׁ כִּ

סברי מרנן

לֶךְְְ הָעוֹלָם, ינוּ מֶֽ ה יהוה אֱלהֵֹֽ רוּךְְְ אַתָּ  בָּ

פֶֽן. רִי הַגָּ בּוֹרֵא פְְּ

         And it was evening, and it was morning –

the sixth day.

Then the heavens and the earth were completed, 
with all their contents. On the seventh day, God 
completed all the work He had done. He rested on 
the seventh day from all the work He had done. God 
blessed the seventh day and declared it holy, because 
on it He rested from all His work that He had created.

Please pay attention, my masters.

You are blessed, Hashem our God, King of the 
universe, who creates the fruit of the vine.

When Yom Tov falls on Shabbat start here:

  (Say quietly)

When Yom Tov falls on a weekday start here:

On Shabbat, add the words in parentheses.

חַר ֽ בָּ ר  אֲשֶׁ הָעוֹלָם,  לֶךְְְ  מֶֽ ינוּ  אֱלהֵֹֽ יהוה  ה  אַתָּ רוּךְְְ   בָּ

ותָֹיו מִצְְְ נוּ בְְּ ֽ שָׁ קִדְְּ ל לָשׁוֹן, וְְ נוּ מִכָָּ מָֽ רוֹמְְ ל עָם, וְְ נוּ מִכָָּ ֽ  בָּ

נוּחָה תוֹת לִמְְְ בָּ אַהֲבָה )שַׁ ינוּ בְְּ נוּ יהוה אֱלהֵֹֽ ן לָֽ תֶּ  וַתִּ

שׂוֹן, אֶת שָׂ ים לְְ מַנִּ ים וּזְְְ חָה, חַגִּ מְְְ שִׂ  וּ(מוֹעֲדִים לְְ

צּוֹת הַזֶּה אֶת יוֹם( חַג הַמַּ ת הַזֶּה וְְ בָּ ַ  יוֹם )הַשּׁ

רָא קֽדֶֹשׁ אַהֲבָה( מִקְְְ נוּ )בְְּ מַן חֵרוּתֵֽ  זְְ

נוּ י בָֽ יִם, כִּ רָֽ  זֵכֶֽר לִיצִיאַת מִצְְְ

תָּ שְְְׁ ֽ קִדַּ נוּ  אוֹתָֽ וְְ תָּ  רְְְ  בָחַֽ

ת( בָּ שַׁ ים, )וְְ ל הָעַמִּ  מִכָָּ

ךָ ֽ שֶׁ דְְְ  וּמוֹעֲדֵי קָָ

רָצוֹן( וּבְְְ אַהֲבָה   )בְְּ

נוּ. ֽ תָּ חַלְְְ שׂוֹן הִנְְְ שָׂ חָה וּבְְְ מְְְ שִׂ  בְְּ

ים. מַנִּ הַזְְּ רָאֵל וְְ (יִשְְְׂ ת וְְ בָּ ַ שׁ )הַשּׁ קַדֵּ ה יהוה, מְְ רוּךְְְ אַתָּ בָּ

You are blessed, Hashem our God, King of the universe, who has chosen us from all 
the nations and the languages, and made us holy through His mitzvot. You have given 
us, Hashem, with love (Shabbatot for rest), festivals for joy, holy days and seasons 
for celebration, (this Shabbat day and) this day of the festival of Matzot, the time of 
our freedom (with love), a holy day to gather together to remember the Exodus from 
Egypt. For You have chosen us and made us holy among the nations, and given us 
(Your holy Shabbat in love and favor and) Your holy festivals for joy and gladness.  

You are blessed, Hashem, who makes holy (the Shabbat,) Israel and the festivals.

kiddush13 ∙ קדש 12



לֶךְְְ הָעוֹלָם ינוּ מֶֽ ה יהוה אֱלהֵֹֽ רוּךְְְ אַתָּ בָּ
אוֹרֵי הָאֵשׁ. בּוֹרֵא מְְ

לֶךְְְ הָעוֹלָם ינוּ מֶֽ ה יהוה אֱלהֵֹֽ רוּךְְְ אַתָּ  בָּ
חֹל  ין קֽדֶֹשׁ לְְ יל בֵּ דִּ בְְְ  הַמַּ

ךְְְ  חֽשֶֹׁ ין אוֹר לְְ  בֵּ
ים  רָאֵל לָעַמִּ ין יִשְְְׂ  בֵּ

ה  עֲשֶׂ מֵי הַמַּ ת יְְ שֶׁ ֽ שֵׁ בִיעִי לְְ ְְ ין יוֹם הַשּׁ  בֵּ
תָּ  לְְְ ֽ דַּ ת יוֹם טוֹב הִבְְְ ַ דֻשּׁ ת לִקְְְ בָּ ת שַׁ ַ דֻשּׁ ין קְְ  בֵּ

תָּ  שְְְׁ ֽ ה קִדַּ עֲשֶׂ מֵי הַמַּ ת יְְ שֶׁ ֽ ֵ בִיעִי מִשּׁ ְְ אֶת יוֹם הַשּׁ  וְְ
ךָ. תֶֽ ָ דֻשּׁ קְְְ רָאֵל בִּ ךָ יִשְְְׂ תָּ אֶת עַמְְּ שְְְׁ ֽ קִדַּ תָּ וְְ לְְְ ֽ דַּ  הִבְְְ

קֽדֶֹשׁ. ין קֽדֶֹשׁ לְְ יל בֵּ דִּ בְְְ ה יהוה הַמַּ רוּךְְְ אַתָּ בָּ

לֶךְְְ הָעוֹלָם  ינוּ מֶֽ ה יהוה אֱלהֵֹֽ רוּךְְְ אַתָּ בָּ
מַן הַזֶּה. נוּ לַזְְּ יעָֽ הִגִּ נוּ וְְ מָֽ קִיְְּ הֶחֱיָנֽוּ וְְ שֶׁ

When Yom Tov falls on a Saturday night, add the following (Havdala):

You are blessed, Hashem our God, King of the 
universe, who creates the light of fire.

You are blessed, Hashem our God, 
King of the universe, who separates between holy and 

the everyday, between light and darkness, between 
Israel and the nations, between the seventh day and 

the six days of work. You have made a difference 
between the holiness of Shabbat and the holiness of 
festivals, and have made the seventh day holier than 
the other six days of the week. You have separated 
and made own holy Your people Israel with Your 
holiness. You are blessed, Hashem, who separates 
between the holiness of Shabbat and the holiness  

of Yom Tov.

You are blessed,  
Hashem our God, King of the universe,  
who has given us life, helped us to exist,  

and brought us to this time.

Now drink your wine or grape juice while leaning to the left 
(to feel like a free person).

How does it feel to lean when you 
drink? Do you feel relaxed  

and free?

Close your eyes. Think about all the 
events, small and large, that had to 

take place for you to be sitting at this Seder 
table tonight.

What if you had a terrible cold and had to 
stay in bed and miss Seder night?

What if your family had forgotten they were 
Jewish?

What if your parents hadn’t met? Or your 
grandparents? Or your great grandparents? 
(And on and on...)

What if even one of them hadn’t had children?

What if even one of them had died young from 
illness or tragedy before they had children?

What if any of them had decided to stop living 
as a Jew because they were being persecuted?

What about all the different factors that 
ensured the Jewish people survived despite 
thousands of years of persecution? What if the 
Jewish people had become extinct, destroyed 
or assimilated and no longer existed?

This is the miracle of your existence.

This is the miracle of the existence of the Jewish 
people.

This is the meaning of the berakha 
Sheheh. iyanu!

What are we making the 
“Sheheh. iyanu” berakha on tonight?
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Find a partner and take 
turns finding ways to treat 

each other as royalty. How does it 
feel?

Rabbi Akiva was forty years old and 
had never studied Torah before. He was 

once standing by a well and wondered to  
himself, “Who made this hole in this rock?” The 
people there said to him, “It was the water 
which drips on it every day.” Rabbi Akiva 
suddenly realized that if something as soft as 
water can cut through something as hard as 
rock, then surely the words of Torah, which are 
as hard as iron, can enter his heart, which is just 
flesh and blood! From then on he decided to 
dedicate his life to studying Torah.

What impact will the words said tonight at your 
Seder have on your heart?

Why don’t we make a 
berakha on washing hands 

here?

Bring water for hand washing to the leader 
of the Seder, and wash their hands in the 
same way as before bread on a regular day 
(using a cup, first the right hand and then 
the left hand – the number of times depends 
on your custom). Some families have the 
custom that everyone at the table also has 

their hands washed.

washing hands ∙ ורחץ 1617




