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הְיֶיֽנָה  קוֹלִי, תִּ מְעָה בְֿ יךָ יהוה׃ אֲדנָֹי שִׁ רָאתִֽ ים קְֿ עֲמַקִּ עֲלוֹת, מִמַּ יר הַמַּ   שִׁ

During the עשרת ימי תשובה, and on הושענא רבה, 
many congregations open the ארון קודש and say this psalm responsively, verse by verse. 

י־ ר־יָהּ, אֲדנָֹי מִי יַעֲמדֹ׃ כִּ מ שְׁ חֲנוּנָי׃ אִם־עֲונֹוֹת תִּ קוֹל תַּ בוֹת לְֿ ֻ זְנֶיֽךָ קַשּׁ א
י׃  לְתִּ ִדְבָרוֹ הוֹחָֽ י, וְֿ תָה נַפְשִׁ ֿ יתִי יהוה קִוְּ ֽ רֵא׃ קִוִּ וָּ עַן תִּ מַֽ לִיחָה, לְֿ ךָ הַסְּֿ עִמְּֿ
יהוה,  אֶל  רָאֵל  יִשְׂ יַחֵל  קֶֹר׃  לַבּֽ רִים  שֹׁמְֿ קֶֹר,  לַבּֽ רִים  ֹמְֿ מִשּׁ לַאדנָֹי,  י  נַפְשִׁ
מִכּלֹ  רָאֵל,  אֶת־יִשְׂ ה  יִפְדֶּ הוּא  וְֿ דוּת׃  פְֿ עִמּוֹ  ה  הַרְבֵּ וְֿ סֶד,  הַחֶֽ י־עִם־יהוה  כִּ

עֲונֹוֹתָיו׃

חצי קדיש
אָמֵן)  קהל: א ( מֵהּ רַבָּ שׁ שְֿׁ יִתְקַדַּ ל וְֿ דַּ יִתְגַּ

רָא כִרְעוּתֵהּ  י בְֿ מָא דִּ עָלְֿ ֿ בְּ
יַמְלִיךְ מַלְכוּתֵהּ  וְֿ

רָאֵל  ית יִשְׂ ל בֵּ כ ֿ חַיֵּיכוֹן וּבְיוֹמֵיכוֹן וּבְחַיֵּי דְּ בְּֿ
עֲגָלָא וּבִזְמַן קָרִיב  בַּ

אָמֵן) קהל: אִמְרוּ אָמֵן. ( וְֿ
מַיָּא. מֵי עָלְֿ עָלַם וּלְעָלְֿ בָרַךְ לְֿ א מְֿ מֵהּ רַבָּ הֵא שְֿׁ יְֿ

א  ֵ יִתְנַשּׂ יִתְרוֹמַם וְֿ אַר וְֿ יִתְפָּ ח וְֿ בַּ תַּ יִשְׁ רַךְ וְֿ  יִתְבָּ
ל  יִתְהַלָּ ה וְֿ יִתְעַלֶּ ר וְֿ יִתְהַדָּ וְֿ

רִיךְ הוּא) ֿ בְּ קהל: רִיךְ הוּא ( ֿ א בְּ קֻדְשָׁ ֿ מֵהּ דְּ שְֿׁ
רְכָתָא ל בִּ ּמִן כ א  עֵֽלָּ ְֿ

רְכָתָא/ ל בִּ ּא מִכ עֵֽלָּ א לְֿ עֵֽלָּ לְֿ בעשרת ימי תשובה: / 
מָא  עָלְֿ ֿ אֲמִירָן בְּ נֶחֱמָתָא, דַּ חָתָא וְֿ בְּֿ שְׁ ירָתָא, תֻּ שִׁ וְֿ

אָמֵן) קהל: אִמְרוּ אָמֵן. ( וְֿ

תהלים קל

ש"ץ:

קהל 
וש"ץ:

ש"ץ:
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e following blessing and response are said only in the presence of a minyan. 

ey represent a formal summons to the congregation to engage in an act of collective 
prayer. e custom of bowing at this point is based on  Chronicles : , “David said 
to the whole assembly, ‘Now bless the L  your God.’ All the assembly blessed the 

L  God of their fathers and bowed their heads low to the L  and the King.”
e Leader says the following, bowing at “Bless,” standing straight at “the L .” 

e congregation, followed by the Leader, responds, bowing at “Bless,” 
standing straight at “the L .”

  

the L  , the blessed One.

Bless the L , the blessed One, 
for ever and all time.

Bless the L , the blessed One, 
for ever and all time.

Leader:

Congregation:

Leader:

     
Maimonides rules that the blessings surrounding the Shema are different 
from other blessings. In general, one who deviates from the established 
text of blessings is mistaken but need not repeat the blessings correctly ( , 
Hilkhot Berakhot : ). One who changes the Shema’s blessings, however, is 
required to repeat them in their proper form ( , Hilkhot Keriat Shema : ). 

e blessings before and a er the Shema are unique; they form one integral 
entity with the Shema itself and mirror its themes. For example, the phrase 

בוּרוֹת“ גְּֿ פּוֹעֵל  בַדּוֹ  לְֿ הוּא  י   For it is He alone who does mighty deeds” in the ,כִּ
rst blessing echoes the theme of God’s singularity in the rst paragraph of 

Shema, while the phrase “יִם מַֽ לִים עֲלֵיהֶם עלֹ מַלְכוּת שָׁ קַבְּֿ ם מְֿ כֻלָּ  All accept on , וְֿ
themselves…the yoke of the kingdom of Heaven” earlier in that blessing 
re ects the acceptance of divine sovereignty, so central to the recitation of 
the beginning of the Shema. e theme of the second blessing before the 
Shema, which speaks of the signi cance of Torah and mitzvot, parallels the 
second paragraph of the Shema which likewise stresses ful lling the Torah 

Soloveitchik Siddur draft 31.indb   96Soloveitchik Siddur draft 31.indb   96 21/8/11   13:24:2421/8/11   13:24:24



 שחרית לחול Ø קריאת שמע וברכותיה   97

קריאת שמע וברכותיה

כוּ רְֿ   בָּ

e following blessing and response are said only in the presence of a מנין. 
ey represent a formal summons to the קהל to engage in an act of collective prayer. 

e custom of bowing at this point is based on דברי הימים א׳ כט: כ, “David said 
to the whole assembly, ‘Now bless the L  your God.’ All the assembly blessed the 

L  God of their fathers and bowed their heads low to the L  and the King.”
e שליח ציבור says the following, bowing at ּכו רְֿ  ,קהל e .ה׳ standing straight at , בָּ
followed by the שליח ציבור, responds, bowing at ְרוּך .ה׳ standing straight at , בָּ

 
ברָֹךְ. אֶת יהוה הַמְֿ

עוֹלָם וָעֶד. ברָֹךְ לְֿ רוּךְ יהוה הַמְֿ בָּ

עוֹלָם וָעֶד. ברָֹךְ לְֿ רוּךְ יהוה הַמְֿ בָּ

ש"ץ:

קהל:

ש"ץ:

כוּ אֶת יהוה רְֿ Bless the L בָּ . is phrase can be said only in the presence of 
a minyan (quorum of ten men) because it constitutes a davar shebikedusha, 
a responsive prayer which ful lls the imperative to publicly sanctify God. 
Interestingly, though, no explicit mention of kedusha, holiness, appears here. 

A prayer quali es as a davar shebikedusha when the explicit, ineffable name 
of God is invoked. us, when we are invited here to “Bless the L , the 
blessed One,” we are called upon speci cally to bless God’s name “which is 
blessed,” that is, His explicit name. And although we do not explicitly u er 
that name, we do invoke it here.

We similarly invoke that name when we say Kaddish because the response 
א מְבָרַךְ“ מֵהּ רַבָּ  May His great name be blessed,” is akin to the statement ,יְהֵא שְׁ
מַלְכוּתוֹ...“ בוֹד  כְּ ם  שֵׁ רוּךְ   ”,…Blessed be the name of His glorious kingdom ,בָּ
which is the required response upon hearing the Ineffable Name in the 
Temple (see Mishna, Yoma : ). As a result, the recitation of Kaddish also 
requires the presence of a minyan.
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e custom is to sit om this point until the Amida, since the predominant 
emotion of this section of the prayers is love rather than awe. 

Conversation is forbidden until a er the Amida. See table on  pages –   .

רוּךְ Blessed are You, L בָּ  our God, 
King of the Universe, 
who forms light and creates darkness, 
makes peace and creates all.

אִיר  In compassion He gives light to the earth הַמֵּ
and its inhabitants, 
and in His goodness continually renews the work of creation, 
day a er day. 
How numerous are Your works, O L . 
You made them all in wisdom. 

e earth is full of Your creations. 
He is the King exalted alone since the beginning of time – 
praised, glori ed and elevated since the world began. 
Eternal God, 

in Your great compassion, have compassion on us,
L  of our strength, Rock of our refuge, 
Shield of our salvation, You are our stronghold. 

Is. 

Ps. 

“evil,” is replaced with hakol, “all.” Evil as a universal entity does not exist; suf-
fering and misery are due to the accidental and contingent character of our 
existence, which is con ned to a narrow segment of being. In the perspective 
of totality, evil vanishes. 

As an example of this view among our sages, Rabbi Meir was a man who 
knew suffering in his private life. He lost two children, his wife, and his father-
in-law, who died a martyr’s death. Yet it is he who remarks (Bereshit Raba 
: ) that at twilight of the mysterious Friday, when creation was concluded, 

God cast a glance and found even death to be good. (Out of the Whirlwind) 

יתָ ֽ כְמָה עָשִׂ ח ם בְּֿ לָּ  You made them all in wisdom. is wisdom is best expressed כֻּ
in the regularity and unalterability of the natural process. e mathematical 
equation is the logos of God embedded in nature. In cosmic monotony, we 

nd God’s intelligence.
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לֶךְ הָעוֹלָם ינוּ מֶֽ ה יהוה אֱלהֵֹֽ רוּךְ אַתָּ בָּ

e custom is to sit om this point until the עמידה, since the predominant 
emotion of this section of the prayers is love rather than awe. 

Conversation is forbidden until a er the עמידה. See table on  pages –   .

ךְ   יוֹצֵר אוֹר וּבוֹרֵא חֽשֶֹׁ
לוֹם וּבוֹרֵא אֶת הַכּלֹ. ה שָׁ עֹשֶׂ

רַחֲמִים יהָ בְּֿ רִים עָלֶֽ לַדָּ רֶץ וְֿ אִיר לָאָֽ הַמֵּ
ית. רֵאשִׁ ה בְֿ מִיד מַעֲשֵׂ ל יוֹם תָּ כ שׁ בְּֿ חַדֵּ וּבְטוּבוֹ מְֿ

יתָ  ֽ כְמָה עָשִׂ ח ם בְּֿ לָּ יךָ יהוה, כֻּ ֽ מָה־רַבּוּ מַעֲשֶׂ
ךָ׃ רֶץ קִנְיָנ אָה הָאָֽ מָלְֿ

בַדּוֹ מֵאָז רוֹמָם לְֿ לֶךְ הַמְֿ ֽ הַמֶּ
א מִימוֹת עוֹלָם. ֵ תְנַשּׂ הַמִּ פאָֹר וְֿ הַמְֿ ח וְֿ בָּ שֻׁ הַמְֿ

אֱלהֵֹי עוֹלָם
ינוּ ים רַחֵם עָלֵֽ יךָ הָרַבִּ רַחֲמֶֽ ֿ בְּ

נוּ ֽ בֵּ גַּ אֲדוֹן עֻזֵּנֽוּ, צוּר מִשְׂ
נוּ. עֲדֵֽ ב בַּ גָּ נוּ, מִשְׂ עֵֽ מָגֵן יִשְׁ

ישעיה מה

תהלים קד

and keeping the mitzvot, and the theme of remembering the exodus from 
Egypt in the third paragraph of Shema is re ected in the blessing which fol-
lows the Shema, speaking of the redemption of Israel. 

 Unless one recites the blessings of the Shema, one has not completely 
ful lled the mitzva of reciting the Shema itself. Rav Ĥayyim Soloveitchik was 
therefore of the view that it is preferable to recite the Shema with its blessings 
at the proper time when there is no minyan, than to omit the blessings and 
then later recite the Shema and its blessings together with a minyan.

לוֹם וּבוֹרֵא אֶת הַכּלֹ ה שָׁ ךְ עֹשֶׂ -Who forms light and creates dark יוֹצֵר אוֹר וּבוֹרֵא חֽשֶֹׁ
ness, makes peace and creates all. e verse in Isaiah ( : ) upon which this 
blessing’s text is based reads: “[I am the one] who forms light and creates 
darkness, who makes peace and creates ra, evil.” In our blessing, the word ra, 
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  e blessed God, 
great in knowledge, 
prepared and made the rays of the sun. 
He who is good formed glory for His name, 
surrounding His power with radiant stars. 

e leaders of His hosts, 
the holy ones, 
exalt the Almighty, 
constantly proclaiming God’s glory and holiness. 
Be blessed, L  our God, 
for the magni cence of Your handiwork 
and for the radiant lights You have made. 
May they glorify You, Selah!

רַךְ תְבָּ  ,May You be blessed תִּ
our Rock, King and Redeemer, 
Creator of holy beings. 
May Your name be praised for ever, 
our King, Creator of the ministering angels, 
all of whom stand in the universe’s heights, 
proclaiming together, 
in awe, aloud, 
the words of the living God, the eternal King. 

ey are all beloved, all pure, all mighty, 
and all perform in awe and reverence the will of their Maker. 
All open their mouths in holiness and purity, 
with song and psalm, 

and bless, praise, glorify, 
revere, sanctify and declare the sovereignty of – 



rone of Glory. God does not discriminate between fact and ideal, between 
the existential and axiological situations. Creation is an all-encompassing act. 
One must not see the physical universe as separated from the realm of the 
just, the good, and the beautiful. (Worship of the Heart)
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